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Abel López (b. Havana, Cuba 1985) : In the pop art tradition, drawing inspiration from sources in 

popular and commercial culture, Abel’s work aims to translate old consumer objects into their 
appropriate modern context, allowing people to view them in both arenas.  He decontextualizes old 
consumer objects, giving them a special, iconic and unique character by creating a decorative 
environment in which they look visually and conceptually new. His work is influenced by manga, 
anime, sneaker culture and video games. He likes to reuse materials in a playful way and sometimes 
incorporates colorful craft supplies, such as pipe cleaners and beads, and pieces of packaging cut 
into geometric forms. His preservation and elevation of these objects brings to mind the practice of 
Cuban children arranging candy wrappers in scrapbooks, proof of their possession and enjoyment of 
a rare and coveted delicacy. The artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 

 

Alejandro Justiz (b. Havana, Cuba 1984): Having experimented with a variety of styles and 

techniques, Alejandro is currently creating cityscapes ranging from dense, complex and multicolored 
compositions to those more spare, simplified and single hued. His obsessive, and at times, dizzying 
style of drawing and painting, described by the artist as abstract in its nature with unplanned 
expressive gestures, eventually gives way to form and the creation of perceivable urban environments. 
His focus is on structures and architecture that when pared down become subtle meditations on line 
and form. The fantastical is furthered by his rendering of the structures in a way that they appear to 
float on the page. He uses the city to represent a place in which we all develop our daily lives, 
necessities and dreams. The artist currently lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. 

 

Damian Valdes Dilla (b. Havana, Cuba 1970):  As an outsider artist, Damian has received no formal 

training but has been compulsively creating art his entire life. Whether sculpting with found metal or 
wood or filling every inch of every page of multiple sketchbooks with ball point pen drawings of dense 
urban cityscapes, there’s an obsessive drive to his work which makes it clear to the viewer that he 
can’t help but produce these fascinations.  Through a range of subject mater including cityscapes, 
fantasy vehicles and all-out war scenes, speed and motion are conveyed through the expressiveness 
of his pen stroke.   His work is arresting, intriguing and rewarding. The artist currently lives and works 
in Havana, Cuba. 
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Danco Robert Duportai (b. Havana, Cuba 1997):  Somewhat shocking in their miniature scale—

obsessive, romantic and dreamlike come to mind when first encountering Donco’s work. He explains 
that “in the process of making them something peculiar happens to me, it's a magical time of 
meditation, my pupils enlarge, and I perceive them clearly and feel myself inside the image. You could 
say that all these pieces were based on snapshots I take. I consider all these works to be intimate, but 
I expose them to the public, like someone who shows a family album. They are images based on my 
life. From a blurred portrait, my pet, or the simple fact of going out to the street and lighting a 
streetlamp.”  It’s not surprising to learn he uses a magnifying glass to create these miniature oil 
paintings in some cases replete with intricate detail, always with intrigue. The artist currently lives and 
works in Mexico. 

 

Dionnys Matos Sarmiento (b. Holguín, Cuba 1991): Growing up near the sea and the countryside, 

Dionnys developed a love for nature and an immediate sensitivity to it. This greatly influenced how he 
saw the world and inclined him in a general way towards art.  His series, Sit a Minute, comprised of 

individual portraits of chairs in a variety of styles and colors, draws on multiple concepts related to the 
empty chair.  He explains, “The empty chair represents what we are missing or who is no longer in our 
lives. It is a technique used in psychotherapy primarily to cope with loss.  It is a form of dialogue with 
the absence, a rest, a taking a minute to talk with what we long for. The chair, for me too, is an 
exercise of nostalgia.”  He is currently working on new plastic projects that promote recycling, raise 
awareness of environmental care and make an almost poetic resistance against excessive 
consumption. The artist currently lives and works in Bogotá, Columbia. 

 

Douglas Argüelles Cruz (b. Havana, Cuba 1977):  A scholar of art history, Douglas creates work 

informed by the entire body of world art. Over the past 19 years he has worked as an artist fulltime. 
This constancy has allowed him to conduct a deep investigation in different means of the visual arts, 
integrating knowledge of other areas and disciplines for a multidisciplinary practice. In his series 
Fulltime Artist, made from photographic snapshots of forests in upstate New York and New Jersey, he 
utilizes the image of the fallen tree to connect with the entire history of landscape painting and more 
locally with the Hudson River School. This repetitive element bespeaks his passion for the medium of 
painting, his love of the landscape genre and the ongoing discussion around the obsolescence of the 
medium and its own themes. The artist currently lives and works in Union City, New Jersey.   
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Edgar Saul Marrero Molina (b. Cienfuegos, Cuba 1992):  After graduating with a degree in the visual 

arts, Edgar worked creating scenery for the esteemed Thomas Terry Theater in Cienfuegos and then 
opened a gallery and workshop with fellow artists. During this time, he experimented with various 
styles including abstraction and explored his interest in Russian art, always searching for a meaningful 
theme.  He explains, “It was the Huli Tribe of Papua New Guinea who, with its colours and 
expressions, gave me the inspiration to create the images I am creating now.”  At twenty-two he 
moved to Canada, and recognizing the challenges of being an artist and the importance of dedication 
to the practice early in ones career, persevered and continued his work without delay while 
simultaneously working as a tattoo artist. He currently lives and works in Toronto, Canada.  

 

Gabriela Pez (b. Havana, Cuba 1994): A self-taught painter and naturist, Gaby has developed a 

personal language through her research and experimentation with watercolor, Chinese ink, oil, 
acrylics, gouache and mixed media techniques. Inspired by a close relationship to the natural world, 
she lovingly renders romantic naturescapes of intricate detail and translucent washes on papyrus and 
handmade paper often stained with herbal teas and coffee.  For Gaby nature is a safe and sacred 
mental sanctuary. She gains inspiration during long walks around the Havana Forest, El Bosque de la 
Habana, which she describes as a magical place. She uses papyrus because of its organic texture in 
an act of gratitude for all she gains from nature. The artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 

 

Jorly González Contador (b. Las Tunas, Cuba 1969) : Jorly was born in Las Tunas, Cuba in 1969 

and studied at the Escuela Profesional de Artes in Las Tunas. He is a multidisciplinary artist who 
works in a variety of mediums including photography, painting, drawing, print making and sculpture, 
often incorporating found objects such as roofing tiles, umbrellas and drywall tape. His 
architectural bent is evident in the structural components throughout his work. The artist currently lives 
and works in Havana, Cuba. 

 

José Ernesto Saborido Martín (b. Cienfuegos, Cuba 1975):  Absolutely committed to painting, José 

believes that the main obligation of his works is with his city and its circumstances. He is a professor 
of painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Cienfuegos, and for him, the city is the true abstraction of 
modern life. He explains, “I, as a Cuban, must respond to my social reality; and not reflect the 
problems of Italy or the Polo. My Ecuador is here, and on its line my expressive range expands.” The 
artist currently lives and works in Cienfuegos, Cuba. 
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Juan Carlos Vásquez Lima (b. Havana, Cuba 1986): Inspired by the comical relations between 

neighbors, the hurdles of daily life in Havana, and the inventive lives of Cubans and their often-
lighthearted nature, Juan Carlos brings to life spindly-limbed characters, their dogs, other hybrid 
animals, all products of his imagination. As a self-taught artist, he has created a surreal circus like 
universe/playground all his own, representative of life as a journey and adventure in a place where 
invention is a necessity. He explains, “The small pieces are fundamental in my work. They were born 
from the time I was studying, and I could not concentrate on the classes, these animals represent the 
multiplicity of points of view, the beauty that exists in what is different. They were my escape, my own 
teaching.” Originality and inventiveness form the basis of his practice, allowing him to operate outside 
of the rules of tradition. The artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 

 

Luis Alberto Álvarez López (b. Cienfuegos, Cuba 1993): A constant experimenter, Luis paints photo 

realistic portraits and landscapes, but his passion is abstraction where he can explore his 
subconscious free-flow of creativity. He explains that his abstractions “are in essence, a visual 
representation of subconscious—that without a plan, it flows, and that this is one of the most 
rewarding experiences that an artist can have, to create something that is truly authentic.” He often 
invents his own tools and techniques for achieving his desired result. The artist currently lives and 
works in Cienfuegos, Cuba. 

 

R10 (Jorge Rodríguez Diez) (b. Havana, Cuba 1969): In a departure from his poster-like paintings 

where he uses 50’s era nostalgic imagery and text to create multiple levels of meaning related to 
Cuban culture, Jorge Rodríguez Diez, known as R10, is embarking on a new more personal journey 
with his most recent Frame series. Small in scale, each image is a representation of a feeling or 

moment—some simple yet beautiful others more complex. A compulsive monitor of global events, the 
series is an opportunity for R10 to process and share his feelings through works made on impulse out 
of a desire to unload emotional burdens and come to a place of rest.  Then, as a comment on 
society’s tendency toward elevating the appearance of personal experiences he encases each piece 
in an elaborate frame. For R10 the frame represents “the intention of putting the moment into a more 
sophisticated context. So to this simple emotional situation, or emotional moment, you add an 
expensive frame—that is what we usually do in our life with our moment, we need to add to a walk in 
the street an expensive pair of shoes, an expensive watch. We add frames to our life to be more 
sophisticated.” The artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 



 

Thomas Nickles Project  |  917 667 5016  |  info@thomasnickles.com  |  www.thomasnickles.com 
 

 

 

Rigo (José Rigoberto Rodríguez Camacho) (b. Havana, Cuba 1969): Painting in a faux-naïf or naïve 

style where he abandons traditional notions of beauty, Rigo employs expressive brushstrokes and 
color to bring human emotion and the turbulence of being to the surface. His work focuses on the 
human form and the face as a recurring theme, which he paints obsessively and honestly, each one 
conjuring a different personality. Although somewhat abstracted, some of their gazes can be quite 
piercing. It’s as if you are looking at someone you know.  Rigo explains that his “work is born of 
chaos, moving the springs of subjectivity and intuition. Focusing as a central axis to the human being. 
Not as a representation of this. Reflecting, yes, its condition, unique and diverse at the same time. 
Within that perspective, I interpret the human, as the essence that identifies us. That is why the figure, 
whether the face, or the whole of it, is accompanied by itself. The self, the other, the neighbor, the us. 

The creative process is vital, in which a new being is born, freed, stripped of all formality, in its 
aesthetics and concept. That is why my art flows in the field of expressionism."  The artist currently 
lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 

 

Roger Toledo (b. Camagüey, Cuba 1986): As self-described colorist, Roger sees himself as an artist 
focused on color and structure. During a 2015 residency in Minneapolis he explored different ways to 
represent landscapes, both technically and visually, focusing on experimenting with various methods 
of applying color. He experimented with a range of objects: pieces of wood, paper, nylon, duct tape, 

and even construction tools finding the answer one day at Home Depot in carved metal sheets used 
as decorative architectural grilles. He uses the sheets as a template to build texture on the canvas 
through the application of multiple layers of acrylic paint and modeling paste to which he later applies 
color. Formal color compositions are mapped out in a numbered grid across the canvas and colors 
that Roger meticulously mixes are applied in a relational manner using a pointillist technique where 
two or more pigments placed next to each other in a dotted pattern will appear as a new color from a 
distance. Form and line are created and perceived only through color relationships.  In his small works 
Roger experiments with these techniques to later execute large-scale landscapes. They constitute a 
space in which errors and improvisation are intentionally incorporated into the pictorial process. It is 
not surprising that they have established themselves as a good practice in the artist’s recent 
production, going in parallel with very demanding larger projects in terms of formal rigor and time. The 
artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 
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Sandra Cordero (b. Havana, Cuba 1979): With her precise, multi-layered, dimensional paper collages, 

often cut from fashion magazines, Sandra manages to blend the whimsical and the sensual, the 
threatening and the sublime as she recounts the mythological folklore of a primordial world not that far 
from our own. With an explorer’s eye and a botanist’s discipline, Sandra meticulously catalogs and 
preserves each specimen in a way deserving of further study. She explains: “In these collages, I 
deconstruct everyday forms to create new narratives. Through the use of nature, science and whimsy, 
I invent new landscapes and environments in a visual language that is uniquely my own.” Sandra has 
created her own world, Planeta Sandra, where her once whimsical characters have now morphed into 
more masterful, concise jewel-like moments in a box.  The artist currently lives and works in Union 
City, New Jersey. 

 

Vladimir Rodriguez Sánchez (b. Matanzas, Cuba 1971): A trained architect, Vladimir was born in 

Perico, Matanzas, Cuba, and now works as a sculptor and printmaker. His imagery expresses the 
illusory—from philosophical and metaphysical concepts to notions of the essence of Cuba.  Symbols 
of national history and references to exodus and family are realized through techniques of etching and 
drawing. The artist has exhibited extensively and his work is in private collections worldwide.  He 
currently lives and works in Cienfuegos, Cuba. 

  

William Acosta (b. Havana, Cuba 1984): With a sharp focus on people’s obsession with beauty and 
appearance, and the resulting dualities often exposed by social media, William creates images 
glamorous on the surface and open to deeper consideration.  He explains, "I represent a society 
obsessed with lifestyle, glamour and iconography...capable of ruining their own lives by following what 

publicity tells them—what to buy and how to live. Spending their lives doing something they hate, 
trying to get something they think they’d like to have…and if by any chance they get it, they won't 
have enough time to enjoy it." William observes and photographs individuals, often in urban 
environments, and produces numerous sketches and studies as preparation for his large-scale 
complex canvases.  Often rendered in mixed media—through line, pattern, texture and color, William 
creates intimate and revealing explorations of his subjects, an indispensible aspect of his creative 
process. The artist currently lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 
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Yamilys Brito Jorge (b. Havana, Cuba 1972): A collector of ephemera and a researcher who 

describes her medium to be memories, Yamilys brings a vast knowledge base to the page together 
with a strong dose of whimsy. Currently the director of the Taller Experimental de Gráfica de La 
Habana, the first woman to hold this position, she has been teaching printmaking for over 20 years. In 
total command of her abilities, she manages to strike a delicate balance between the technical and the 
playful to find a voice uniquely her own. She explains, “My work is always on paper. I enjoy the 
possibilities that this medium has to offer. I love the memorabilia of other countries—old filmstrips, 
theater tickets, vintage postcards, photographs, posters and old handwritten letters.  My work is made 
of mementos, vestiges, and souvenirs, all collectable pieces of heart, soul and time. For me, the reality 
is stronger than everything. I approach my work utilizing all the graphic techniques and skills, and 

when creating my works I can combine three or four procedures at the same time.” The artist currently 
lives and works in Havana, Cuba. 


