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Jorge Rodríguez Diez (R10) (b. Havana, 1969) 
 
In a departure from his poster-like paintings where he uses 50’s era nostalgic imagery 
and text to create multiple levels of meaning related to Cuban culture, Jorge Rodríguez 
Diez, know as R10, is embarking on a new journey, more personal and less political, 
with his most recent ‘Frame’ series. Small in scale, each image is a representation of a 
beautiful yet simple feeling or moment, then contained within an elaborate, expensive 
frame indicating society’s tendency toward elevating the appearance of personal 
experiences. They are an opportunity for the artist to share his feelings and are made on 
impulse, with desire to empty himself and come to a place of rest. 
 
“The name of the series is ‘Frame’ because these simple moments can only be called art 
when you frame it,” explains R10 during a gallery talk in November 2018.  “So the frame 
[represents] the intention of putting the moment into a more sophisticated context.  So to 
this simple emotional situation, or emotional moment, you add an expensive frame, and 
that is what we usually do in our life with our moment, we need to add to a walk in the 
street an expensive pair of shoes, an expensive watch–we add frames to our life to be 
more sophisticated.” 
 
A trained Graphic Designer, R10 studied at the Technical Institute of Industrial Design 
and the Superior Institute of Design in Havana.  
 
Works by the artist have been shown in numerous solo and group exhibitions in Spain, 
China, Germany and South Korea including a solo show at Icheri Secher Modern Art 
Center in Azerbaijan, the Marta Hewitt Gallery in Cincinnati, OH, and most recently at 
the Thomas Nickles Project pop-up exhibition in NYC. 
 
The artist currently lives and works in Havana. 
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