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William Acosta (b. Havana, 1984) 
 
With a sharp focus on people’s obsession with beauty and appearance, and the 
resulting dualities often exposed by social media, William Acosta creates images 
glamorous on the surface and open to deeper consideration. 
 
“The original objective of my work is to show my interest for the ideals that 
publicity imposes on us,” Acosta explains.  “I represent the taste of a group that 
is obsessed with iconography, elegance, and exaggerated glamour.  I take things 
from there, from the world of fashion and the glitter of glamour, from the 
consumerist aesthetics.  This whole group of words is the material used in my 
creations, and I think it works for me.  In my opinion, it is the image of a stylized, 
sophisticated world distant from our daily context.”  
 
An expression of these ideas, works from the ‘Bright Lies’ series, Acosta 
explains, “were made in Cuba, but the photos I’ve taken to create them were 
taken in the USA. It represents Cuban people that live there, but they’re posting 
on social media images that represent a lifestyle and possessions they don’t 
really have. All the people I represent in this series don ́t know I’m talking or 
painting about them. My subject to create this series is the falsehood that people 
post in social media. Where everything seems to be perfect.”  
 
The artist graduated with a BFA from San Alejandro Fine Arts Academy, Havana 
in 2004 and completed a drawing workshop in 2000 at the Visual Arts 
Experimental Center José Antonio Díaz Peláez, Havana. 
 
His work has been included in group and personal exhibitions in Cuba and the 
United States, with a recent solo show at NG Gallery, Panama City. 
 
William currently lives and works in Havana. 
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